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further to examine the grievances of the Mahomedans under
English rule, and to point out means of remedying them.
In short, he inquires into the sources, historical, political
and social, whence has flowed the disaffection, which Dr.
Hunter holds to be deep-seated, wide-spread and imminently
perilous to our government. In accordance with this pro-
gramme,, the opening chapters of the book are allotted to a
brief and animated description of the foundation and fortunes
in Arabia of the sect called Wahdbis ; of their establishment
on our North-western border by a famous saint and martyr; of
the rapid spread of'the Wahabi doctiines throughout India by
fanatic missionaries; and of the constant petty wars and
internal seditions which have been traced entirely to this
Wahabi propaganda. I shall not follow Dr. Hunter along
his narrative of these events, which should nevertheless be
known to all readers who desire to comprehend whence came
Wahabism into India, and how it has fared there. I ana bound,
however, to observe that there are certain peculiarities in the
style and manner of this spirited historical sketch (and indeed
more or less throughout all this book) which must be taken
into account by home-keeping Englishmen who desire to draw
accurate and safe conclusions upon the subject which Dr.
Hunter has handled so skilfully and attractively.

Dr. Hunter is before all things vigorous, clear and definite ;
he rejoices in strong lights, in highly-finished episodes, and in
full-length portraits of personages. He excels in the art of
lively scenic representations of Indian history by artistic and
. effective use of European metaphors and phrases for Asiatic
events and institutions, whereby his ideas and allusions are made
to appear quite luminous and suggestive to educated Englishmen
who begin with this work their study of an unfamiliar topic. But
it is impossible that the original facts and local peculiarities
should not suffer even by the most skilful paraphrase or travesty;
for Indian figures cannot be dressed up in European costume
without some damage to their native character and complexion.
So that the similes and historical illustrations ia which Dr.
Hunter luxuriates are often more striking than exact; they
have not in Asia, where he applies them, the same connotation